“The 2019 NFL Season Predictions”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Many will make the valid arguments and the valid points that the 2003 and 2004 Patriots teams are likely the best and most complete teams in the Belichick, Brady and Kraft era, but I will better you one other team, the 2007 Patriots, the team that almost completed history in one of the most dominate seasons the NFL has ever come to witness, up there with the Bears of 1985, and the Dallas Cowboys of the 1990s and the 49ers of the late 1980s.  This Patriots team was one missed sack away from making history in the hardest possible fashion, going undefeated in the 16 game regular season schedule, the Dolphins in 1972 went 17-0 which included a 14-0 regular season, the Patriots won 18 before losing the last game, the Super Bowl to the freaking Eli Manning led offense of the NY Giants.  Makes Patriots fans still sick to this day.  Let’s look back at the amazing season that was that year.  The Patriots scored a NFL record breaking 589 points that season, which broke the Vikings record of 1998.  The defense allowed 250 points and the point differential was the best in the last 20 years of football and the best the Patriots ever produced, with a combined +315 points.  The defense led by Belichick held opponents to the fourth least amount of points per game and they scored historic numbers.  Brady had a MVP season going 50TDs and 7INTs with over 4800 passing yards to a WR corps of Moss, Welker, Stallworth and Gaffney.  The TEs were Watson and Kyle Brady.
AFC East – 
1.) New England Patriots (14-2) +3
2.) Buffalo Bills (9-7) +3
3.) New York Jets (8-8) +4
4.) Miami Dolphins (1-15) -3

AC North – 
1.) Baltimore Ravens (11-5) +1
2.) Pittsburgh Steelers (10-6) +1
3.) Cleveland Browns (10-6) + 2.5
4.) Cincinnati Bengals (3-13) -3

AFC South – 
1.) Houston Texans (9-7) -2
2.) Indianapolis Colts (7-9) -3
3.) Tennessee Titans (6-10) -3
4.) Jacksonville Jaguars (5-11) E

AFC West – 
1.) Los Angeles Chargers (13-3) +1
2.) Kansas City Chiefs (11-5) -1
3.) Denver Broncos (7-9) +1
4.) Oakland Raiders (2-14) -2

NFC East – 
1.) Dallas Cowboys (14-2) +4
2.) Philadelphia Eagles (10-6) +1
3.) Washington Redskins (3-13) -4
4.) New York Giants (3-13) -2

NFC North – 
1.) Green Bay Packers (10-6) +4
2.) Chicago Bears (8-8) -4
3.) Minnesota Vikings (8-8) -0.5
4.) Detroit Lions (4-12) -2

NFC South – 
1.) New Orleans Saints (13-3) E
2.) Carolina Panthers (10-6) +3
3.) Atlanta Falcons (9-7) +2
4.) Tampa Bay Buccaneers (4-12) -1

NFC West – 
1.) Los Angeles Rams (13-3) E
2.) Seattle Seahawks (8-8) -2
3.) San Francisco 49ers (7-9) +3
4.) Arizona Cardinals (1-15) -2


Best Offense –
· One team who has the potential to surprise everyone in the NFL this season are the New England Patriots.  After the monstrous and unfair talent of the 2007 Patriots whom ended the regular season undefeated 16-0, and we a play from going perfect in the playoffs, had the most talent exception being maybe the 04 Patriots in the Belichick and Brady era.  However, I feel this season 2019 could be the redemption season for Belichick and Brady with their newly stocked arsenal of WR weapons, however with the loss of Gronkowski, that seems less of a probability.  Honestly the historical offensive numbers for Brady and the WRs seems not as likely this season.  Their prized first round pick at number 32, N’Keal Harry is on the short-term IR to start the season.  The 6’4” 230lbs WR is a physical specimen that Brady has only had several exposures too in the past.  Josh Gordon last season was a revelation, he has a similar body type to Harry, but is a faster and quicker WR.  Demaryius Thomas is another tremendous WR, whom has had gone through two Achilles surgeries in the past, for both legs.  He showed the potential he could have with Brady in the last preseason game this summer, but he was cut only to be resigned today after Harry was placed on IR for a nagging ankle injury.  Harry is not lost for the rest of the season though; he can come back to the practice field in week six and back to playing in week 8.  This offense will have to be efficient now without one of their biggest weapons.  I would like the option of Belichick bringing in Torey Smith a WR with speed formerly of the 49ers and Ravens and most recently the Panthers.  I don’t know what his recent history is however.  Gronk is now retired, and it seems like he isn’t coming back anytime soon.  Brady no longer has a major security blanket on offense.  Maybe this could provide an extra catapult for him and begin to trust his wide receivers more in jump ball and down the field throws.  He had success in limited games with Josh Gordon.  Once he gained the trust he needed, Brady consistently fed Gordon the rock.  Gordon finished last season in 11 games with the Patriots with 40 catches, 720 yards and 18.3 per reception, led the NFL.  Gordon has the tools of talent to be the top in the NFL, with just some positive attitude, luck and keeping his mind sharp and occupied in the right light.  His reliability has been nonexistent in his career and that is a major problem for Belichick.  He always said, that reliability is the number one trait for a coach to have in his players.  However, the talent he has is overwhelmingly positive in his favor.  With WR corps with Edelman, Gordon, Thomas, Meyers and Gunner who seems in the special teams realm, can provide explosive big time plays 15-25+ yards down the field which can allow Brady and the offense more rest and save the bullets in Brady’s arm with one play offensive drives.

· - Another team with the offense to stay with the Patriots are the Kansas City Chiefs.  They have the talent at the TE position that not a single team can match up for.  While defenses can slow down the Chiefs offense by double teaming Travis Kelce, who is now the best in the league that Gronk is gone.  Tyreke Hill is a speed demon on the field.  No one can stop the Tasmanian Devil.  However, Belichick has doubled both Kelce and Hill at important times and dared Maholmes to throw it to someone else, last season it was Sammy Watkins and this season, he has to start with the healthy version of Watkins whom torched the Patriots star CB Gilmore in the playoff game at Kansas City.  The Chiefs have a new speed weapon on the outside, the rookie they drafted at the WR position is Mecole Hardman.  He will add another dimension to that potent offense.

· - Another team with talent all over the offensive field is the Los Angeles Rams, but they have questions at QB, and that does not put them in the top three.

· - A team that could surprise us is the Oakland Raiders.  Honestly I think Brown is a diva not interested in making his teammates better and Derek Carr has his chance to change the narrative of his career of six years.  I don’t believe he can in that division bring them to the playoffs given that the playoff spots are taken up already by the top five teams, the question is, can they squeak into the wild card sixth slot?  They will be fighting the Titans, Colts, Browns and Jets for that last spot.  Oh and the Steelers.  Defense is crap, they cut their best player in Brandon Marshall.

· My top five defenses for this upcoming season:

· 1.) Chicago Bears

· 2.) New England Patriots

· 3.) Los Angeles Rams

· 4.) Baltimore Ravens

· 5.) New York Jets

· They are not in any order that I think will finish the season in, just the top five I believe we will have, honorable mentions the next five in contention for the potential top five slot, are as follows:

· 6.) Houston Texans

· 7.) Indianapolis Colts

· 8>) Seattle Seahawks

· 9.) Denver Broncos

· 10.) Pittsburgh Steelers/Cleveland Browns

· Top Ten Offenses:

· 1.) New England Patriots

· 2.) Kansas City Chiefs

· 3.) Los Angeles Rams

· 4.) Los Angeles Chargers

· 5.) Cleveland Browns

· 6.) Green Bay Packers

· 7.) Minnesota Vikings

· 8.) Dallas Cowboys

· 9.) New Orleans Saints

· 10.) Atlanta Falcons


Playoffs as I see them 2019 (2020)
AFC Playoff Seeds
1.) New England Patriots
2.) Los Angeles Chargers
3.) Baltimore Ravens
4.) Houston Texans
Wild Card Slots
5.) Kansas City Chiefs
6.) Cleveland Browns
In the Hunt:
New York Jets
Indianapolis Colts
Tennessee Titans
Pittsburgh Steelers
Buffalo Bills
Denver Broncos

NFC Playoff Seeds
1.) Dallas Cowboys
2.) New Orleans Saints
3.) Los Angeles Rams
4.) Green Bay Packers
Wild Card Spots
5.) Carolina Panthers
6.) Philadelphia Eagles
In the Hunt for a Wild Card spot
Atlanta Falcons
Chicago Bears
Minnesota Vikings
Seattle Seahawks

Wild Card Playoff Matchups
Baltimore Ravens vs. Cleveland Browns
Houston Texans vs. Kansas City Chiefs
Rams vs. Eagles
Packers vs. Panthers

Divisional Round Matchups
Patriots vs. Chiefs
Chargers vs. Ravens
Cowboys vs. Packers
Saints vs. Rams

Championship Round Matchups
Patriots vs. Ravens
Cowboys vs Saints

Super Bowl 54 Matchup
Patriots vs Cowboys

Winner:
Patriots
Super Bowl MVP – Michael Bennett



